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very effective in the satin-lined cases that had once
contained the original stones. The ruler had not
visited his wife during Durrant's absence, and the yarn
about the further polishing of the diamonds in Paris now
being unnecessary., he decided to present the fictitious
dowry to the Princess without loss of time.
When the Maharani was informed of the visit of her
lord and master she was much perturbed. She was glad
that time was too short for the preparation of ^n elaborate
banquet such as is associated with rejoicing. Fruit,
savouries, sherbet, and different kinds of sweetmeats
were made ready, but the Rani attired herself in mourning
garments and wore no jewellery.
As soon as the Maharaja appeared, the Rani dis-
missed her waiting-women, Olga among them. When
she was alone with her husband the Princess prostrated
herself at his feet. Her theatricals amused the Raja who,
having ensconced himself on a low divan, bade her
rise and seat herself beside him.
" Why these signs of mourning ? " asked the Prince,
" I mourn the loss of my beautiful jewels," was the
reply.
" Then your day of sorrow is at end," said the
Maharaja, glad of the chance for a touch of melodrama
which would, he knew, appeal to his wife. " Here are
your diamonds, see I myself bring them to you." As
he spoke, he opened the Paris-made cases with a flourish,
and placed them in the Rani's hands.
The Princess gave a cry of joy as the paste glittered in
the electric light and, once more prostrating herself
before the Raja, begged him to forgive her for thinking
him capable of stealing her precious jewels.
Again the Raja assisted his wife to rise, and,while she
squatted beside him, fastened the imitation diamonds
about her neck and arms.    He was much relieved at the
pride with which she displayed the ornaments, when shes
het waiting-women to carry in the refresh-